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“I speak Burmese, Mandarin, Cantonese, Taiwanese and English.’
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Gratitude Vision Optometry
1632 Puente Ave. Baldwin Park CA 91706

Follow us on
www.facebook.com/Gratitude.Vision
www.instagram.com/ gratitude.vision

(626) 587-0033

iCare@gratitudevision.com

www.gratitudevision.com

https://www.gratitudevision.com
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https://www.facebook.com/therealburmalove

Deep Gratitude for Your Generous Support

Dear friends, family, neighhors, and the Burma Community,

On behalf of Burma Love, Burma SuperStar, Teni East Restaurant, Moe Tun Family, Miss Universe Myanmar,
Myanmar Gazette and the communities affected by the 2025 Myanmar earthquake, we extend our deepest
gratitude for your compassionate donation to the “"NMyanmar Earthquake Relief Fund”. Your generosity of
$58,000.00 will be donated to Samaritan’s Purse to directly support emergency shelter, medical aid,
and long-term recovery efforts for those displaced by this disaster.
If you want to continue support, please go to the GoFundMe page: https://gofund.me/1c2d7e26

In times of crisis, it’s the solidarity of people like you that brings hope. Your contribution ensures that families
receive food, clean water, and vital medical supplies as they rebuild their lives. We are committed to transparency
and will share updates on how your gift is making an impact—follow their work at www.samaritanspurse.org

Thank you for standing with Myanmar in this critical moment. Together, we are helping communities
heal and regain their strength.

With sincere appreciation,
Burma Love and Burma SuperStar

https://www.instagram.com/burmalove/
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Golden Dragon
Family Dentistry
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Special Discount For:

Traditional Othodontic Braces  Advance Zoom Whitening

Clear Braces (Invisalign) Implants

] ¢ ¢ e
631000000CQ0M

Dr. Tin Latt oos eask
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63 ('DO‘)’JC\])GGC\)OO

Dr.Hla May Latt oos, mosc

Former Instructor and Assistant Lecturer of University of Dental Medicine, Yangon, Myanmar

Gum Treatment (Cleaning)

E_cl)lpm Whitening .Owc diz St
illin 1Z
RoothanaI Treatment - d

Extraction .
Deaial Sevilla

%

883 Ste C S.Atlantic Blvd

Monterey Park
CA 91754

6G26-231-1200

We Speak English, Spanish, Mandarin, Cantonese & Burmese

Special Wisdom Teeth
Extraction

Crowns & Bridges
Implants

Braces / Invisalign

Atlantic Blv

Open
%\/Ion to Sat

am to (pm

Tel: (650) 952 3400 rax (650) 952 3499

1133 El Camino Real Suite 3,
South San Francisco, CA 94080

Cross Street: Arroyo Dr.

¢ e __sm¢e
eélmmc:cc:c@g

Shu-May Lee MD

Internal Medicine

1800 Sullivan Avenue
Suite 105
Daly City, CA 94015

Tel: (650) 755-2690
Fax: (650) 755-2606
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Bay Area g@?emo:ﬂcoeoooos%eﬂo,saogm

Jenny Wong

Cornel Realty LLC
License #:S. 0169349

C: 702-588-3483

O:702-588-3483
TheChowTeam777@yahoo.com

5575 S. Durango Dr. Suite 107 Las Vegas NV 89113
Las Vegas 0353%55@ qﬁ:%:@p%%rﬁmmp:

L IL

SMRU1848301 (Exp.01/22/2024)

©2021 New York Life Insurance Company,

51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010.

All rights reserved. NEW YORK LIFE and
the NEW YORK LIFE Box Logo are trade-
marks of New York Life Insurance Company.

I speak Burmese, Mandarin and English [g§e>c3eodg§:§EdlaopS
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1)
Gen Z(Rcmc Khm Hla OO
nterview ( SweSwe Aye )

1. Your lineage as a Karenni descendant is well-recognized. Could
you share the journey that hrought you from your hirthplace to the Unit-
ed States, and how that path has shaped your current professional en-
deavors?

] | was born in Karenni Refugee Camp 1, and | am half
Karenni and half Shan. My father is Karenni, and my mother
is Shan. | was raised in the camp until | was 7 years old, when
my family had the opportunity to resettle to the United
States. Growing up in the camp, | was taken care of by my
family and neighbors, so | was initially sad when we had to
leave the camp. | am very fond of my original home in section
17 of the camp. When my family and | arrived in the US, it was
overwhelming. The first year was filled with doctor appoint-
ments, and ESL classes for my parents. | would attend ESL
classes with them, go with them to the appointments, and
try my best to translate documents | couldn't fully understand
myself. My family moved around, so | moved schools a couple
of times. This compounded with being recently immigrated,
| was very shy. My English was not good, and | recognized
that my home life was different from my peers. This made
me feel isolated. Eventually, | began to become a really good
listener, and | would not share about my personal culture
because it was different from others. It felt like | was living
two different worlds.

My parents always reminded me that | needed to do
my best in school because they never got the opportunity
to, so | worked hard. | was not perfect in my academics, but
| asked a lot of questions and continued to try my best. In
wanting to support my family and wanting to do better in
school, | also worked on improving my English diligently.

| think my journey moving to the US with my family
has significantly shaped my current professional endeavors.
| just graduated so | am only beginning to explore my career,
but generally | know that | want to work with refugee and
immigrant communities to uplift them and empower themin
their situations. Specifically, | want the youth to know that
they are not alone in their experiences of immigrating and
navigating their identity. | want people to know that they are
not confined to the situations they are born into, and | hope
to support others in finding their agency within their lives.
Generally, lwant to help my community because they shaped
me into the person | am today.

2. As a new immigrant, your early experiences in the US undoubted-
ly presented unique challenges ? What challenges did you face as a
new immigrant here, and how did you overcome them, especially in
relation to schooling and education?

There were definitely many challenges, which | believe
others can attest to. For one, trying to support my parents
through translating was difficult because | was also only
starting to learn English myself. This responsibility pushed
me to work on my English diligently. Even then, | got bullied
because | could not speak English well and thus could not
advocate for myself. | remember once in class | could not tell
the teacher that the other Burmese student stole my mate-
rials. My teachers thought that because we were both Bur-
mese that the other student could help me, but they didn't.
| could not speak Burmese because at home, | used Karenni
and Shan with my family. There was also the challenge of not
being able to connect to the experiences of my peers. | did
not go shopping at the mall, or go out to watch movies. |
stayed home to help out my parents and family. My family
ate our traditional cultural food, and we barely went out to

eat. When classmates would try to invite me to go to the mall
with them, | could not. This challenge may seem small, but
to my younger self it was immensely difficult because | felt
as though I did not belong anywhere.

In regard to schooling and education, the challenge
was mainly in the language barrier. There were certain con-
cepts that were more difficult for me to understand, so | had
toreceive extra help from my teachers. When | had a difficult
time with homework, | could not ask my parents. With that, |
learned to ask for help more, | asked a lot of questions. | went
to an afterschool program where | received homework help.
| went to the afterschool program every day. | was mentored
and supported by adults in the afterschool program, and it
was really where | learned and grew the most.

3. What key principles do you believe are essential for a child's
foundational education, encompassing not only academic choices and
future aspirations, but also the cultivation of physical and mental
well-heing, and the fostering of robust community support?

| believe having mentors and adults who genuinely
believe in a child is crucial. Having mentors and supportive
adults can foster confidence and a strong sense of self-worth
within a child. Some other key principles are in community
engagement and cultural connection. When it comes to
community engagement and cultural connection, it's helpful
for a child to develop a sense of belonging by participating
in their community, and learning about their culture. | think
a common challenge many Burmese youth face in the US is
the pressure to assimilate to the mainstream culture. With
that if a child is not actively connected to their culture, the
pressure can really take a toll on their sense of self and be-
longing. It's also important to allow the child to lean into their
curiosity and explore their interest.

4. Please share about your high school life. How did you balance your
academic studies, extracurricular activities, and community work?
Right before the start of high school, my family moved
into our current home and thus, | was placed into a new high
school in which | did not know anyone. This change pushed
me to explore different ways | wanted to show up. | joined
track and field, | sang in the choir, and most significantly, |
started to volunteer. | challenged myself by taking various
AP and honors classes. What helped me balance all of these
activities were my friends, whether it was by studying for
classes together or signing up for volunteer opportunities
together, it was immensely helpful to be able to lean into
their support. | began journaling in high school to help me
keep track of my responsibilities, and even reflect on my
goals. Journaling helped me understand myself better.

5. What attracted you to Harvard University?

| was attracted by the depth of opportunities Harvard
had to offer, and the culture of curiosity and impact it held.
Growing up, | did not have any resources, and knowing that
Harvard had many resources, | wanted to get access to it so
| could use the resources to help my family and community.
Harvard had an emphasis on real-world impact, and | want-
ed to be in an environment where | could connect my aca-
demic interests to the real-world.

6. What challenges did you face during your university student life?
How did you overcome them?

In university, | faced a variety of challenges related
to my social life, and academic life. A major challenge was
highlighted in the spring of 2021, my second semester as a
freshman and also when the military coup back in Myanmar
began. During my second semester | faced a major mental
health crisis because it felt like | was living two completely
different worlds. While my peers and roommates were wor-
ried about their homework, or what they were going to do on
the weekend, | found myself constantly thinking about my
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e Co-Op AIR TICKET

e GROUP TICKET

o AMERICA Domestic Tours

o INTERNATIONAL Tours

o MYANMAR Tours

e INBOUND Tours from MYANMAR

Tel: (415) 399-1212

apoo§ioc: Cell Ph. (650) 703 2458
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Highland Transporter

Serving All Airport Transportation ( LAX) N
Local & Long Distance """% ~
Home/Office & Commercial Moving /"\ %
Box/Furniture Moving 7 )
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Reasonable Rates

cail (626) 623 0036
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Insurance Agent - Lic. #0G73888

Auto. Home. Life. Business. Health
myang1@farmersagent.com

510-861-4846

LEGACY REAL ESTATE
JASMINE YANG — ecoo:conicpé
Realtor - DRE Lic. #01399373
jasmineyang09@yahoo.com

Bay Area Residential Specialist 510-364-9869
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Matthew K M Kaw, M

Internal Medicine & Family Physician

Tran Vo, PA-C

Family Practice Physician Assistant

&)

Monday to Friday -
Saturday -

8:30am - 4:30pm
9:00am - 12:30pm
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ADVERTORIAL POLICIES

Myanmar Gazette (M.G) Newspaper reserves the right
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any advertising and material submitted for publication
by client. Submission of an advertisement or advertorial
to an M.G sales representative does not constitute a
commitment by M.G to publish a Client’s Material.
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Client represents and warrants that a Client’s Ma-
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no circumstances shall Myanmar Gazette Newspaper
be liable for consequential damages of any kind.

Myanmar Gazette, published once a month
and distributed to' Myanmar Communlté_ in
Los Angeles, San Franscio, New York City,
Tokyo, “Taiwan, Singapore and Myanmar.
All articles published in this paper rep-
resent the opinjons of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the editors. We are happy to receive your
comments and suggestions concerning the
Newspaper. Letters"must contain complete
name and return address. The materials,
however, are subject to editing and revisions.

We provide an astounding wealth of
information to our Community
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4355 Peck Road
EL Monte, CA 91732

Tel: (626) 575- 4511
Fax: (626) 575- 4512

Ramona Blvd

Dental Tourism

Oral Health For a Healthy Life
San Jose

YANGON DENTAL GROUP
Dr. Aung Myo Thant D.D.S

Most HMO,Medi-Cal & PPO Accepted
Cash (or) CareCredit Financing Available

14514 RAMONA BLVD. # 1,
BALDWIN PARK, CA 91706
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Open:

( By Appointment Only)

Students
Senior Citizens

Mon-Thurs 9am to 6pm
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US and Ukraine S|fqI
als deal after mont
tiations .
May 11 hitps://tinyurl.com/4v4xeat7
The United States and Ukraine
have signed an “economic part-
nership agreement” that will give
Washington access to Kyiv's rare
earth minerals in exchange for es-
tablishing an investment fund in
Ukraine.

n critical miner-
s of tense nego-

India-Pakistan_tensions: US, China
urge de-escalation

Apr 28 | hitps://tinyurl.com/4jt2mdke
China's Wang Yi has backed
Pakistan's call for an indepen-
dent probe into the recent attack
in Kashmir. Meanwhile, India said
troops from both sides exchanged
fire for the fourth night in a row.
DW rounds up the latest.

Who won the world's first ‘live
sperm race' and what is it all about

Apr 28 | hitps://tinyurl.com/ycx2mzhe

Tristan Milker, a 20-year-old
student, won the world's first live
sperm race held in Los Angeles
on April 25. He won a cash prize
of $10,000. The event was held to
raise awareness about the declin-
ing male fertility.

Foreign Advisor justifies contact
with Arakan Army as a ‘necess t&

Apr 28 | hitps://tinyurl.com/4s359exb

Responding to questions from
journalists at the Foreign Ministry
on Sunday, he said: "We have of-
ficially acknowledged that the sit-
uation along Bangladesh’s border
has changed, we cannot deny it.
The entire stretch of our border
with Myanmar is now under the
control of non-state actors. The
central government has no author-
ity there.”

"Therefore, in our own interest,
we must maintain some form of
communication. While we cannot
engage in official communications
with a non-state actor, it is not
possible to remain entirely dis-
connected either. We will maintain
whatever level of engagement is
necessary."

Apple ‘aims to source all US iP-
hones from India’, reducing reliance

n Chin

Apr 25 I hitps://tinyurl.com/5d2w8rtk
Apple is reportedly planning to
switch assembly of all iPhones for
the US market to India as the com-
pany seeks to reduce its reliance
on a Chinese manufacturing base
amid Donald Trump’s trade war.

The $3tn technology company
aims to make the shift as soon as
next year, the Financial Times re-
ported.

$66M experiment to ‘dim the sun’
to combat global warming gets 0K
— hut critics have called it “barking

mad’

A r 24 | hitps://tinyurl.com/47ve33d5

S(:|entlsts have received approv-
al to soon test whether “dimming”
the light from the sun will combat
global warming — a strategy some
critics have recently described as
“barking mad.”

Geo-engineers at the Advanced
Research and Invention Agency
(Aria) in the United Kingdom have
allocated over $66 million to in-
ject aerosolized particles into the
stratosphere to reflect the vital light
the sun provides to the Earth in a
bid to hedge global warming, the
Times of London reported.

India-Pakistan tensions escalate af-
ter eadIY Kashmir attack

April 24 | hitps:/ftinyurl.com/4nccu2uz

MUMBAI — Tensions between
South Asia's two nuclear-armed
powers ratcheted up Thursday af-
ter India's Prime Minister Narendra
Modi vowed to pursue "to the ends
of the earth" those behind a mili-
tant attack on Tuesday that killed
26 people in India-administered
Kashmir.

"l say to the whole world: India
will identify, track and punish every
terrorist and their backers," Modi
said in English during a rally in the
northern state of Bihar.

US lawmakers subpoena China tele-

com glants over securlty concerns
3 | htps://tinyurl.com/268bzv54

WASHINGTON, April 23 (Reu-
ters) - The leaders of a U.S. con-
gressional committee on Wednes-
day moved to force China's three
telecom giants to cooperate with

support for the Chinese military
and government, according to let-
ters seen by Reuters.

Russia’s Rosatom to continue with
Myanmar nuclear power plant proj-

ec

Apr 23 | hitps://tinyurl.com/25thp565

Russian nuclear company Rosa-
tom is planning to go ahead with
the construction of a nuclear pow-
er plant in Myanmar, despite the
South East Asian country recently
suffering from a massive earth-
quake, reported Reuters, citing
sources.

Negative sentiments toward China
grow in Visegrad nations

Apr 211 hitps://tinyurl.com/mph98c8a
The sentiments about China in
the central European countries of
Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland
and Slovakia (Visegrad group)
have grown negative, irrespective
of the changes in economic and
political ties with the Asian power.
These countries form an informal
but powerful alliance which is iden-
tified as the Visegrad Group or V4.

Himalayan Snow At 23-year Low,

Threatemnﬂz Billion People: Heport
April 211 hitps://tinyurl.com/5h2u2rae
Snowfall in Asia's Hindu Kush-Hi-
malayan mountain range has
reached a 23-year low, threaten-
ing nearly two billion people de-
pendent on snowmelt for water,
scientists warned in a report on
Monday.

Supershear Earthquake in Burma
Shifted Ground 20 Feet - Satellites
Captured ItAIl

Apr 15 | https://tinyurl.com/bdfyyfma
Satellite imagery from NASA
and the European Space Agen-
cy revealed dramatic ground
shifts of over 6 meters, caused
by strike-slip movement along
the Sagaing Fault. Scientists be-
lieve the quake may have been a
rare “supershear” event—where
rupture speed outpaces seismic
waves—possibly explaining the
widespread destruction.

Space breakthrough as researchers
claim there is 'alarming evidence'
that life once existed on Mars

Apr 11| hitps://tinyurl.com/3x78t2jw

A Harvard scientist's bizarre the-
ory that an ancient Martian civili-
sation was wiped out by a nuclear
attack is gaining fresh attention.
Dr John Brandenburg believes
the red colour of Mars could be
evidence of a catastrophic nuclear
event.

His theory, first proposed in 2011,
has recently resurfaced on the
Danny Jones Podcast - with the
scientist claiming evidence of a
"genocide" can still be detected
today.

Fearing Deportation, Mlgrants InUS
Send More Money Hom

Apr 91 https://tinyurl. com/2y26ve5s

Central American migrants in the
United States sent home around
20 percent more in remittances
in the first quarter of 2025, official
data showed this week, a trend
economists said reflected their
fear of deportation by President
Donald Trump's administration.

Nearly one-quarter of the GDP of
impoverished Guatemala, Hondu-
ras, El Salvador and Nicaragua is
made up of money sent from US-
based migrants to relatives in their
homelands.

Trump promises $1 trillion in de-
fense spending for next year
Ag)r 8 | https://tinyurl.com/mrehf-

President Donald Trump this
week unveiled plans for a $1 tril-
lion defense budget next year, a
massive increase that he claimed
will provide the country with un-
matched military strength for years
to come.

Al could impact 40 per cent of jobs
worldwide in the next decade, UN
a enc7y warns

| https://tinyurl.com/2tde7rub

Art|f|C|aI intelligence (Al) may im-
pact 40 per cent of jobs worldwide,
which could mean overall produc-
tivity growth but many could lose
their jobs, a new report from the
United Nations Department of
Trade and Development (UNCT-
AD) has found.

Quake rocks property market

Apr 11 hitps://tinyurl.com/3d8sx3dt
Cracks and damage found in
many high-rise condos in Bangkok
after Friday's earthquake have rat-
tled consumer confidence, likely
making this year's second quar-
ter the weakest quarter for condo

an investigation into their aIIegedﬁsaleS and transfers in 15 years.
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land-Myanmar border. | was in my

classes and there with my friends, but

my mind and heart were elsewhere. Ultimately | had to take
a leave of absence midway through the semester because
| need to take care of my health. During this time, | spent a
lot of time with family and grounded myself in why | wanted
to come to university in the first place, and what was import-
ant to me. It was through my parents and families' love and
care that | was able to find that again, and also try to start
holding my culture and community closer to me.

In addition to challenges of cognitive dissonance, |
had not processed the variety of background and privileges
my peers had. When | first entered the university, | lost myself
by wanting to fit in with other students. | forgot about why |
wanted to pursue higher education. However a major factor
into how | faced these challenges is my involvement in PBHA
the Phillips Brooks House Association. PBHA is a student-led
non-profit organization that mobilizes volunteers to address
gaps in opportunities and resources in the Greater Boston
area. At PBHA, | volunteered to mentor young students of
low-income families in Boston's Chinatown, and taught ESL
to Chinatown adults. Staying grounded in the community
helped me navigate my time in university. Eventually |
stepped into leadership within the club, helping with the
backend management of nonprofit. While doing all of this, |
found my community at Harvard and | started to build con-
fidence in my own abilities. PBHA helped me connect with
like-minded people, and pushed me to pursue what | was
passionate about. It is through PBHA that | was able to find
my piece of Harvard, and to own my identity.

| enjoyed my classes and took different classes to
explore and deepen my interests. When classes were difficult,
or when | was holding different obligations during the semes-
ter, | found alot of support from my professors and advisors.
| learned that the people at Harvard genuinely wanted me
to succeed, so when | was struggling, | often reached out to
my professors and advisors for support.

7. What advice and encouragement would you give to high school
students who are strong candidates for Ivy League universities like
Harvard, but lack strong family financial support? Many outstanding
students lack confidence in applying to such prestigious universities
and give up too early in the college application process.

| would encourage them to not give up, to keep trying.
As a mentor had shared with me, you miss all the chances
you don't take so why deny yourself of the opportunity before

you even try. The most important thing is the
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belief in yourself, that you are worthy( From P15 Khin Hla Oo )

of pursuing your goals. Itis also helpful
0 to seek out mentors and people who can support you.
. With places like Harvard, if your family makes under
0 a certain income, you will be financially supported. My family
fell under the threshold, and thus, | actually received full fi-

nancial aid from Harvard to attend university.

8. What are the advantages and reasons for students to choose Harvard
University?

There are many advantages of Harvard such as the
resources and opportunities they provide. Harvard provides
financial aid for families that make under a certain income.
There are also many professors and professionals in different
fields who you can learn from and really connect with. With
Harvard being a private university, the classes are smaller
and evenin larger classes, there are systems in place to make
sure that you receive direct support. At Harvard, | have been
able to meet so many people from different walks of life and
drive to make a change, and | will cherish the connections |
have made. Harvard is definitely not perfect by any means,
but it does open up many opportunities for you.

9. Who are your role models?

As cheesy as it sounds, my parents are my role
models. | admire their humility and strong values of
service, and kindness. They have instilled in me the
value of learning, and showing up where you can.
| hope they know that they give me so much
strength, and that my actions are inspired by

them.

10. What are your thoughts on the impor-
tance of choosing the right major and its
impact on job opportunities?

| would say the major you choose can
impact the careers you have access to. For
example, for something like electrical engi-
neering, there's a lot of practical skills you
need to learn if you want a job in that field.
- However, itis not a necessity to choose
a specific major that is "right". With uni-
versity, you can change your major as you
discover what you're genuinely passion-
ate about. | would encourage students
to study what they are passionate about,
rather than what they think others may
deem as the best. | encourage students
to ask themselves and honestly answer
the following: What sparks your inter-
est? Where do you want to grow? What

do you care about?
| decided to pursue a degreein
Philosophy with a secondary in Ethnic-
ity, Migration, Rights. This was a combi-
nation of my interests. Though it's not the
most conventional study for certain careers, it
allowed me to develop my skills and confidence
that would later help me in pursuing opportunities
in working with refugee and immigrant communities.
For job opportunities, it is important to also
lean into your non-academic activities in university.
A lot of the learning will come from outside the
classroom, so | would encourage students to take
advantage of the opportunities to directly apply
their learning, and get on the ground experience.

11. Please share your message for your Burmese Amer-
ican fellow students living in the US.

- There's a lot | could share and want to say. |
would encourage my fellow students to take the
opportunities to pursue their dreams while stay-
ing connected and rooted in where they came

from, their values, and community. It's important
that they ask themselves what they really want
and how they want to show up for those around
them. It is important to not forget where you
came from, it is so important to know who you
are and to know who you are, you need to know
where you came from. | hope they can find
ownership of their experiences and cultural
background, no matter how different it may
be from their peers, and know that their voic-
es matter. While they can, | hope they can
cherish their culture, the ability to speak their
native language, and the different customs
their culture holds. | hope they know that they
have the ability to create the life they want and
love.
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« Complete Dental Care for Adults and Children
« Fillings, Crowns, Bridges, Root Canals, Dentures, Oral Surgery

« Implant Restorations [ ] [ J

+ Orthodontics + Invisalign
Most Insurance Plans Welcome! Amy B. Wong, DDS

+ Teeth Whitening
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Ph: 510-818-1891

We open Saturdays and Extended Hours!
Call for Appointment!

Dixon Landing Family Dental Care
Maung Maung Thaw, bps, FACD, DABOI, FAAID

Diplomate, American Board of Oral Implantology

Fellow, American Academy of Implant Dentistry

Health Sciences Associate Professor

Department of Preventive and Restorative Dental Sciences
UCSF, School of Dentistry

1786 Millmont Drive | [ Our office hours are:
Milpitas, CA 95035

Ph: (408) 942-7791
Fax: (408) 946-7964

dixonlandingdental@yahoo.com
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TUESDAY--FRIDAY  10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
SATURDAY 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
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Leaving Tabasco

% % % s: Carmen Boullosa

( Book Reviewer KaiTamsin Bwor )
Genre: Fiction, Magical Realism, Contemporary, Spanish Literature

SUMMARY: Carmen
Boullosa is one of Mexico's
most acclaimed young writ-
ers, and Leaving labasco tells
of the coming-of-age of Del-
mira Ulloa, raised in an all-fe-
male home in Agustini, in the
Mexican province of Tabasco.
The Washington Post Book
World wrote, "We happily
share with [Delmira] ... her
life, including the infinitely
charming town she inhabits
[and] her grandmother's fan-
tastic imagination." In Agus-
tini it is not unusual to see
your grandmother float above
the bed when she slegps, or
to purchase torrential rains
at a traveling fair, or to watch
your family's elderly serving
woman develop Stigmata,
then disappear completely,
to be canonized as a local
saint. As Delmira becomes a
woman she will search for her
missing father, and will make
a choice that will force her to

leave home forever. Brimming with the spirit of its irrepressible heroine, Leaving
Tabasco is a story of great charm and depth that will remain in its readers' hearts
for a long time.

_“Leaving Tahasco” is a novel centered around a strong female protago-
nist, exploring the deep-rooted biblical and familial dynamics within Mexican
culture. However, it's also a novel full of broader themes, mtnqumg storytell-
ing, and moments of confusion. Told from the perspective of Delmira Ulloa, the
story takes readers through her childhood in Agustini, a town in the Mexican
province of Tabasco. What makes the novel unique is Delmira’s unreliable
narration; she doesn't always remember things clearly, so she fills in gaps with
magical realism. This makes the story feel dreamlike, blending real memories
with fantasy. One memorable example is the chapter where a chair mysteriously
floats in Delmira’s home. At first, it seems like an ordinary moment, but as the
scene unfolds, ittakes ona strange, dreamlike quality. It's unclear whether this
floating chair is a real childhood memory or some h!ng she imagined to fill
in the gaps of what she can't recall. This uncertalntﬁlhlg lights how Delmira’s
version of events blends reality with fantasy, making her perspective even
more intriguing. Every character is seen through her eyes, making it hard to

tell what's real and what's imagined.

The book dives deep into themes like
biblical symbolism, sexuality, sexual
assault, and indigenous cultures,
g|y|n% Delmira’s story emotional
weight. While these ideas add rich-
ness to the novel, they can also make
it harder to interpret at times. One
particular chapter explores Delmi-
ra’s first experience with getting her
Perlod. Boullosa cleverly connects
his moment to a feeling of shame,
symbolized by horns growing on
her feet. This surreal imagery makes
the scene even more memorable,
blending magical realism with the
emotional struggles of adolescence.
While the writing is beautiful, some
arts feel too abstract, making it
ough to grasp the deeper meaning.
Sometimes, as the reader, | felt like
| was chasing after the meaning
of each page or paragraph, and it
definitely led me to put down the
book for a few moments at a time.

One challenge in reading Leaving
Tabasco is the sudden time jumps,
espemallTy when the story shifts to
Europe. The transition feels rushed,
and it's hard to understand how
Delmira’s life changed so drastically.
While | think Boullosa wrote this
story with such meanln% and con-
nection, | thought that she could've
done a better job at truly welding
these two different parts in the story
together. These ]umPs take away
from the immersive teeling of her
childhood and create a disconnect
between the different phases of her
life. Overall, Leaving Tabasco is an
mterestmﬁ read, though not always
gasy to follow. Boullosa's storytelling
is creative, and Delmira’s narration
makes the story unpredictable and
engaging. But the uneven pacing and
abrupt shifts in setting make it hard
to fully connect with her journey. If
you enjoy magical realism and don't
mind a bit of uncertainty, this book
might be worth your time. However,
if you prefer a straightforward story,
You may find Leaving Tabasco easy
0 put down.
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Send help to Myanmar

Sometimes, it doesn't just rain. It pours. Citizens of Burma, my
home country now called Myanmar, already reeling from the world's
longest civil war, have been hit by a 7.7 magnitude earthquake.

The death toll is more than 2,000 but that will likely to climb once
rescuers dig through the rubble to free survivors and collect the
bodies trapped underneath.

Even though these are not the best of times in the United States,
| hope Americans will find it in their heart to give generously to or-
ganizations such as the Red Cross, Save the Children and others
to help those poor souls in Burma. After all, it is the humane thing
to do.

Myokyaw Myint, San Jose
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Dear Friends,

I am writing to say, "Thank you" to all those who have reached out
to me about the 7.7 magnitude earthquake that struck Mandalay
- the second biggest city in Burma (Myanmar). Most people know
that | am originally from Burma, and they have expressed their
concerns for any friends or family members | might have in the area.

I am from Yangon - the capital of Burma - and | have few friends
or family from Mandalay. However, it is truly tragic that people who
have already suffered so much from the never-ending Civil War,
are now hit with this devastating and horrific natural disaster.
Compounding the issue is the fact that no one expected an earth-
quake to strike, and no one was prepared for it. Hence the high
number of fatalities and destruction on a scale rarely seen. It is a
wake-up call for those of us in California. We need to make sure
that we are ready for such a phenomenon even while praying for it
never to occur.

These are indeed difficult times for all of us and l understand that
we have our own problems to deal with. Yet, for those inclined to
help the people of Burma, | urge that you donate to reputable or-
ganizations such as the Red Cross, Save the Children, and Project
Hope. These are the organizations | have donated to, and | trust
them to ensure that my donations will reach the victims of the
earthquake and not go into the pocket of some authority. Thank
you for your support. Remember that every little bit helps.
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Hi Myo,

Sorry for the loss of lives and properties in your country. | have
donated money to these organizations.

Best,

Clement

Dear Myo:

| donated to UNICEF before | saw this email of your endorsed
charities and will keep that in mind for the future.

Thank you for your heartfelt message and reminder for us in CA
to be earthquake and disaster ready!

Take care,

Thuv

Myo,
| did not know about the earthquake (I've been wrapped up in
family business). Please accept my sympathies. Also, thank you for

being an iron rod of humanity at Mission. | will make a donation.
John G. Beck, Ph.D.
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Washington D.C
MYANMAR EMBASSY

Los Angeles

egesionlgSwocd:

Rangoon California Burmese Food House
Jasmine [g§eos3§000:600005638
SCBA o6t

Myanmar Consulate-General, LA

Bay Area

Ledu Restaurant ( Daly City)
99 Ranch Market ( Royal Ruby)
qoosopreepEog§boo( Daly City)
el coic:dE

Fremont Area

|

Myanmar Community & Cultural Center
opoocoom§eoypss
Sacramento

am20ga0ahepbeoypts
New York

Queens 8apglaeggodeoypts

soep[ofreencesigpd
MYANMAR PERMANENT MISSION

Fort Wayne

Zin (Asian Grocery Store)

Las Vegas

eaogeg§domn

San Diego
KAREN ORGANIZATION OF SAN DIEGO
Florida
aona0§pdlcoeopts
10737 Mc Laurin Rd E Jacksonville
Buffalo

Jericho Road Community Health Center
Utica, NY

come§egdonqempécdad

Amarillo, TX (630502:0905)
PALAW Coffee & Chocoletes
5631, E. Amairillo Blvd. Amairillo

Established 1986

e Sushi Chef

Full Time Chef including Saturday & Sunday

GOOD BENEFIT For Full Timers

Must be able to communicate in daily English with customer

* Must bring All Legal Working Documents
- Work in Major American Supermarket

call: Faizal

The rest of area (Across the country)
Call : WYNN BO HAN 626-673-6060

Recent vacancy in Northern California Area.

Especially night shift from 8:00 pm to 5:00 am.
Call: Santo 415-635-9363

Open position for new store. Whole Foods Rochester
Brighton, NY (March 20*)
504 453 5633

Recent Vacancy for Sushi Chef in Irvine and Newport Beach area.

Require for closing Shift.
Call.. Agustin 619-805-5001
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105&110.
Andy (626) 607-1544
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c07$300/ each.
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"HE"U%U]E"EINEIH]@' Mandrin, Cantonese & Burmese Speak-
ing Staff ( Female or Male)

Please Call Dr. Tin Latt -909Q &45 3522

Dental Office, Monterey Park, Los Angeles
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Rowland Heights op& s%uc\P qnggo qgé’pog?q'
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cBoScd§eo0m0sioyC 60 Freeway 28 Fullerton
Colima street39$| Asia  Supermarket qpssG o2
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Orange County ?1 University off
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006qdlopdi coonpd8Ea
005030598 - (626)-379-8868

Female Roommatesse3§es
West Covina City,CA opC005:
(J )o8:EEG2q% Roommate (j) 8s

32038005
Nearby Asian markets, Mt. SAC
College, Cal Poly. Easy access to
60,10, 57 Freeways.

All Utilities Included. $0&:q$

909-896- 8893
Roommate |8:e3¢38

op Bies8E2005 furnised cod
[Geoos 200809001 $03(3,) 854
600z jB:(38,) comnaips B 3
0p65$8E 20051 30gE2260000563
[61 op§daBEqp:ends Rosemead,
California. $600/ eachoco5$300/]
each. Part time driver $& helper

32038 0loo0n
§0052905¢§- 626-682-9035
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v LJ
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Trocy CA :39;) 12:q)$€) High
\Way 205, 5, 580Ko|ser Mall,
[Target, Macy, Costco, Panda
Express, CVS Winco Foods
7-Eleven &: * $800 35[0:328;
(mcludm% utllltles water &
sewo%e B:3copéiommndlant 03
§coa@u* No party, No smokmg

No drugs, No pets are allowed
Call/Text: +1279 600 4773|

Female Roommate aacs
Female Roommate sc;
IBaldwin Park City, LA. Freeway
605, 210, 3M 005§ sg$:og€sg
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" O Email: abbychin88@gmail.com
?(,g LN https://www.facebook.com/abby.chin.37 Ab by C h iNn
D
&g 9 REALTOR BRE# 01148568
?&L O| Abby Chin has morethan 30+ YEARS of experience in the real estate industry Since 1992.
%,% Languages: English, Mandarin, Taiwanese, Burmese
3 o

8
ojom MRL Group, Inc.
(%' e Professional Real Estate & Loan Services
og S— 3982 Horner Street, Suite A,B
8 ' Union City, CA 94587
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Transferring Prescriptions is EASY!
Call us with your Rx Numbers
or bring your containers

Rachel Chhek, Pharm.D.

Pharmacy Owner

CNC Aurora Pharmacy|
11245 Lower Azusa Rd,
El Monte, CA 91731

Inside Aurora Medical Center
Tel: (626) 542 3374
Fax: (626) 542 3294

Next to Dr. Yong Wang & Dr. May Li Wang Clinic,

e e H 0c ¢
Ba:0LAC Exclusive 8030w
. c ¢ o¢ J\‘ 0 , 0 00 ¢ 0 4 (4

San Gabriel Valley moe:ceqmcy @qmean:gslp ) msmscpmma&gsmcsu:mel

mssom@ csm&ﬂ @ 5 lnrm:ﬁ':ﬁ'a mwsm@cme '0533(0 b m[ﬁ[ﬁemalﬁ 3%3]8 [ﬁ 3]838"}“887)5680'(5]33 l.l
e § (RN 0B (8487 4D0R0R: O GMINADE P P03 cRsv:0lug

. 0 C., C c
paeufegiobdl o .
ke V) 8 @M Cloooe CNC Rose Pharmacy
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We Accept Inside Magan Medical Clinic
Medi-Cal and Most Insurance Plans (626) 966 9888
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“You’ll also have a business
opportunity by using this m
and call for more de

Too Ng (Ko Aung)

415-755-0899
May Flower
415-755-0771
Office:

310, Fairway St. e | %
Hayward, CA 94544 ;;Z

Blue Pearl Kangen Water

100%, Medical Graded Alkaline water Machine

Made In Japan

FRHSHT

DENTISTA

Dr. Min Lwin
Dr. Tin Tin Htwe

1739 S San Gabriel Blvd
San Gabiriel

CA 91776

Ph: (626) 288-5777

o U »n Q 847
£ QQ
H
k. bENTk‘;
=[,osmetic Dentistry Upr gm it

(Veneer, White Filling,Teeth Whitening)
=Painless Treatment.

»Senior Discount(a0% Off UCR)

Call us today for
CONSULATION

www.SuperSmileDental.com

XRAYS EXAM
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; Iy © Cleaning

“?al © Deep Cleaning
O Filling

© Sealant
© Extraction
© Tooth Whitening
© Root Canails
© Crown & Bridge
© Denture
© Implant

1
Zoom! about an hour in office bleaching |
@, TEETH WHITENINE |
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bn for orthodentic only(by appointment only)
ACCEPTS MEDI-CAL, HEALTHY FAMILY (DELTA DENTAL PLAN)

L1 MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
WayaValleydbenhtaREentel
Ma May Thet Naing D.D.S

6850 Lincoln Ave.Suite 100
11766 Valley Bivd. Buena Park , CA 90620

El Monte, CA 91732 Tel.(714)-229-1888
Tel. (626)-448-5000 Daily-9Amto 6pm| Open: Mon-Sat 9Am to 6pm

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

We Speak:English, Spanish, Mandarin, Cantonese, Viethamese and Burmese.
www.MayValleyDental.com info@mayvalleydental.com




